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There was once a thriving little corporate town in the middle of Texas 

called Thurber. Today, it is only a tiny remnant among many other tiny 

towns along I-20 between Fort Worth and Abilene. What was different 

about Thurber is that it was a company created and owned “town”. 

This structure was more common in the late 1800s and into the 1900s 

than it is today. Recently, I visited Thurber three times from late July 

through early October. Here are the visits I made. 

 

Saturday, July 31, 2021 

I arrived in Thurber in the afternoon on my way back to Lubbock. I 

planned to stop and photograph the last smokestack there. I got a good 

range of photos of the stack and went to a small shop and stopped in 

the restaurant next to it to look at some old photos on the walls. 

 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 

I left in the late morning from De Leon and took State Road 16 north 

to I-20. Once on I-20, I went east a few miles to Thurber. On the south 

side of the interstate in old Thurber is the W.K. Gordon Center for 

Industrial History of Texas, a museum that was closed by the time I 

got there on July 31, and which is closed on Sundays and Mondays. I 

spent a good two hours going through the museum and seeing what 

there was to see. (I had been to the museum once before about 15 

minutes before closing sometime about ten years ago.) After the visit, I 

wanted to get some food. So, I went to the next street over by the 

museum and up the hill to the nearby restaurant called New York Hill 

restaurant (because it is on New York Hill). This was the other 

restaurant in Thurber, not the one by the smokestack I visited before 

on the north side of the interstate. The food was good and there were 

some historical markers a short distance from the restaurant since the 

hill overlooked the old town.  

 

Saturday, October 9, 2021 

I drove over to Ranger the night before to get ahead of the driving. I 

had a symposium at the museum the next day that I decided to attend. 

Besides the symposium, I got some more photos and details of the 

museum and of parts of the town. We had lunch at the Iron Hill 

Restaurant where I ate before. I also stopped back on the other side to 

go to the trading post again before leaving.  

Google Maps 







Another original building 

is this fire station very 

close to the smokestack 

and across from the 

restaurant. 

Some of the only buildings left are shown here. The larger building is a restaurant (obviously!) and the smaller building is a trading post. 

A few blocks down a small 

road is this marker by an 

entrance to a cemetery. 

The cemetery was further 

down a side road, but it 

was gated and locked. 



A fence painted with a mural 

spanned between the restaurant 

and the trading post. The mural 

was obvious painted a while ago 

as evidenced by the fading and 

degraded nature 

of the paint and 

of the wood 

itself. 



This building is the W.K. Gordon 

Center for Industrial History of Texas. 

It is basically the museum dedicated 

to the history of Thurber and is 

located on the south side of I-20. 

Next to the museum is a 

road up New York Hill 

to a restaurant, New 

York Hill Restaurant. 

Part of the museum is 

also on New York Hill. 



On a large touch screen in the museum, this map shows what Thurber looked like in its heyday.  

Today, I-20 runs right through the middle of what is left of the town. 



This is Clay, a museum named 

original clay rabbit that was 

made at an unknown time 

during the existence of the 

town of Thurber. 

#claysadventures  

This is a modern replica intentionally 

made to look different from the 

original ones that are available for 

purchase at the museum gift shop. I 

thought the idea of it was way too cool 

not to buy one! The museum staff 

bought generic candy molds in the 

shape of rabbits from Amazon to 

create these clay rabbit replicas. 



• W.K. Gordon Museum, https://web.tarleton.edu/gordoncenter/ 

Read More 

Some historical markers near the museum. 

 

 

A historical marker near the Iron Hill Restaurant. 

https://web.tarleton.edu/gordoncenter/
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I hope you enjoy these  

de Stolfe Journal Broadsheets!  

I started these broadsheets as a 

means to reduce the number of 

pages for the regular journal issues. 

(And let’s face it, you don’t have 

time to read 50+ pages of the 

regular journal when not every topic 

in them might be of interest to you!) 

My broadsheets are single topics of 

special interest in a horizontal page 

format and restricted to ten pages or 

less (usually). 

http://www.destolfe.com
http://www.destolfe.com
http://www.tophandgraphics.com/
mailto:rgdestolfe@yahoo.com?subject=de%20Stolfe%20Journal%20Candid
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rgdestolfe/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxqM8QWWaVPwzLa0ccZ46Cw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxqM8QWWaVPwzLa0ccZ46Cw

