de Stolfe S

Journal *** &3
3/0@45“

Eastland
County

Rest Stop

Visited on August 10, 2021
& October 9, 2021

All photos are by RG de Stolfe, except where noted.



Tuesday, August 10, 2021

I left a little after 3:00 PM from where I was and travelled about ten
minutes before getting to a new rest stop on the interstate. You can tell
it was relatively still new by how clean everything was, but also by
how there was still some last construction going on to finish the
project. I stopped here because my friend’s wife had something to do
with its design. Being more than just a place to pee, this rest stop
includes a mini museum of sorts with many interpretive panels and
artifacts, including a 1925 Model T!

Saturday, October 9, 2021
After attending an event, |
stopped back at this rest stop to
get a few more photos.

The following pages show the
photos I took, but excludes any
notes.

Eastland County West
bound Safety Rest Area
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Getting

Gassed

-+

In the carly days of the bile, gasoline was
at local hardware stores, general stores, liverics or blacksmith

shops. In some areas curbside venders carried gasoline to the

car in buckets or cans and poured the fuel into the tanks with

a funnel. But as the distances drivers wished to drive grew

longer, and since a car could hold only so much gas, it was

necessary to create places where fuel could be purchased

along the route. So, along early roads like the Bankhead

Highway a new technology was born that would change the

face of America. It was the filling station.

The early filling stations, similar to the one displayed here,
no longer dispensed gas in buckets and cans but with
metered pumps. They not only sold gasoline, but provided
free air and water, lly included a garage for '
service, tire and tube installation, some had mechanics, a
forge, drill press and other tools to repair or remake
automobile parts.

As more and more filling stations
were developed, drivers were able to

travel greater distances. The whole concept of 'mum wa:ﬁ created. But
required places tc y d

« Eastland County

Ghost Towns

Eastland County has a fair share of the state’s ghost towns. Among the
most fascinating is the community of Thurber where much of the brick to
mvcduBmH:udHUumandtﬁemmofAusdnandGnlmnm
made. Initially, Thurber was a coalmining town owned letely by the
Texas & Pacific Coal and Oil Company. lnduhmlm.hluda
population of about 8,000, had a 650-seat opera house, and a 200-room
hote! The company bosses surrounded the town with a barbed wire fence
a ‘Farmed guards to keep labor union organizers from gaining

inery, largely Italian, Hungarian and Mexican emigrants
1 'n almost total subjugation. Eventually pressure from the
wut rhe railroad's move away from coal to power locomatives
wit s he rown down. All that remains is a huge smokestack that has
been converted into & poy i costourant for travelers along 120,
Themtd“udmn at ynmndl&i? Its early

Accidental
Billionaire

After serving in the Army in World War 1, a young man named

Conrad Hilton came to the Eastland County town of Cisco to
make his fortune. Cisco was a likely place to make a fortune
because it was on the edge of the booming Ranger oil field where
many fortunes were already being made. He arrived in Cisco
with $5,000 pinned to the lining of his coat. He intended to
purchase a local bank, but the seller kept going up on the
purchase price. Frustrated, Hilton went across the street to the

Mobln Hotel to rest. He noticed the hotel was a beehive of activity, the rooms rented mostly to

oilfield workers on eight-hour shifts. Business was so brisk that

the rooms sometimes changed hands three times a day. When he

found the other hotels in town were full he forgor abour 4 carecr

in banking and within days bought the Mobley Hotel instead. 11

was an immediate success. He called it half flophouse and 1

goldmine.

In the next few years he purchased hotels in Dallas, Abilc 4

Waco and Fort Worth, the first of his hotels to bear the Hil

name. During the Depression, he nearly went bankrupt, but h, ized to bang on. In the next

decade he purchased more hotels in California, Chicago and New \urk including the fabled

Waldorf-Astoria. Then he ded his chain internationally. By the time of his death, he

wned lsshoukmddwide and by the end of the twentieth century, the chain he created was

uyaxﬂmﬁ:,dMnhkyHoal. afewof its

The Immort.!

Toad

lnllbegmmlﬂ??whendwold&lﬂmd(:ounw

lished to make way for a new
wmdnuue Alilnzapmkmuiningahbl: some
newspapers and a living horned toad was placed in the
cornerstone and then sealed. Then, in 1928, this Eastland
County courthouse was demolished 50 a new Art Deco
courthouse could be built on the site. A crowd of thousands
umewmth:opcningofdwcmmule A county judge
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immor rd. But
d. An autopsy




Sweet

Chariots

ymobiles that drove the old Bankhead Highway
raordinary works of art. With

The a
were mobi
their flowin;

lines and technical

mechanics the like the world would never see again. One
of the most popular cars to set out on the Bankhead in
those vears was the Franklin Touring Car, among the
most advanced automobiles of the time, Like most
maodels of the era, this upscale motorcar was essentially
handmade and featured many innovations like the first
six-cylinder engine and a light aluminum body. Paint colors and color schemes were based on
English horsedrawn coach livery. Never before had cars been so colorful. Even Henry Ford
said he would offer his cars in any color as long as it was black.

Ford was the first to build motorcars on an assembly line. Of his ModelT Ford, he said: "l
will build a car for the great multitudes. It will be large enough for a family, but small enough
for the individual to run and care for it...It will be priced so low that no man making a good
- salary will be unable to own one and enjoy with his

| family the blessings and hours of pl in God's
7 great open §paces.
It is easy to fall in love with these beautiful
- does.
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& Black Beans And
Big Feet

It is probable the first Anglo to visit Eastland County was W.A. Big
Foot Wallace, who would later become a famous Texas Ranger. He
entered on what would become Eastland County on a surveying
expedition. It is claimed that Big Foot Wallace actually did have big
feet. When he was in jail in Mexico, all the other prisoners were issued
prison clothing including sandals, except for Wallace whose feet were
50 big they had to have his footwear made special. But whether this
story is true or not, he did play a small part in the story of how
Eastland County was named. In 1843, during the Texas Revolution, a
group of Texas prisoners, including Wallace, were being marched to
Mexico City. On the way, 176 of the men escaped, yet were soon re-
caprured. As punishment, it was ordered that every tenth man be
d. The victims were chosen by lottery, ud:mnduwinua

- i bean from an carthen jar. Among the white beans there were
seventeen black beans, each black bean signifying death, a
white bean meant life. Big Foot had noticed thar the
bladc beans were slightly larger, and when his turn came,

The Ranger

Oil Boom

The town of Ranger in northeastern Eastland County was
named after the Te angers who had a camp about two
miles away. After a few disappointing test wells, in October
1917, the McCleskey No. I came in a5 a huge gusher delivering
some 1,700 barrels of oil a day. It was the beginning of a
mammoth oil boom that forever changed the town of Ranger,
Eastland county and Texas as a whole. It was an economic
windfall. The city grew by leaps and bounds, its four banks
had more than million in deposits. New towns in the area

sprang up like weeds. Burt there was a down side to the boom.

Ranger was soon
crowded with oil derricks, gar ny houses and brothels,
Thieves and thugs stream
thousands. Soon so man rs were arrested that
the jail was full and the Tex rs had to handcuff
their prisoners to telephone poles. According to one old
oilman, the Texas oil boom often came at a tremendous
human cost. "Towns leaped into being overnight and
became deserted almost as quick. I've seen old farmers
bent with roil become millionaires in a week. And I've

seen them blow

every cent and die as paupers. I've seen boys and girls go to
the devil wholesale." The il gushers flowed skyward,
torrential rains fell, creating deep bogs of mud and oil in

¢ town by the

which it was said mules drowned. When some wells came in

(hev aughl fire threatening the entire town. The bank




Water for a

Thirsty Land :

According to computer models created by scientisi
NASA and Columbia University, the US southwest cot
be facing the worst water shortage in 1,000 years. Already
Texas is experiencing the worst droughts in the state's
history. In view of these dire predictions, it is important
for private and corporate citizens to do everything possible
to conserve our Jiminishing water This
mponaibﬂiwwmmemwamrwucemnlmdwdeﬁmof
this facility. The roofs of the buildings are designed in
such a way that rainwater drains into an internal roof
valley and is then channeled into water storage tanks. The collected water is then used to
irrigate the native plants within and surrounding the site.

Water conservation is extremely important here in
Eastland County. The county receives about 27 inches of
rain each year, some years more and some years less, but
on the whole just enough to support livestock, forage and
municipal needs. Yet county officials say if three drought
years come in a row, they are in trouble, four years in a

row, deep trouble. While this facility is but a small part
¥ ) forts to consery water, it is a reminder

¢ How many of these Eastland County residents can you id
[Answers below]
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Gult c.,’l.f.'."n'.m. ! { 1 [ .  E——— Challenge Question: Look at the Geologic map of Texas and
L L ; legend to find the age of the oldest rocks in Texas. How do

they compare to the oldest rocks in Eastland County?
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What kinds of rocks are in Eastland County?

Sedimentary rocks induding sandstone, shale, and limestone exist in
Eastland County. The oldest rocks at the surface were deposited more
than 300 million years ago, when this area was covered by an ocean

Are there any oil or gas fields in Eastland County?

Eastland County is famous for the Ranger Oil Field, one of the earfiest
oil-boom fields in Texas. The Ranger Oil Field was discovered in 1918
when there was great demand for oil to supply military forces during
World War |. About 73 million barrels of oil were rapidly produced from
the Ranger Oil Field bringing attention to Texas as an oil-producing state
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Watgh for
shakes.

They're wwzhing you.
Please stay on walks.
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de Stolfe

The de Stolfe Journal is a publication made by Robert-George de Stolfe.
The first issue was published in March 1986 as the de Stolfe Journal and
published irregularly until 1998 (17 issues total). The Candid variety of
the Journal started in July 2012, with a production of over 60 regular and
special issues, with now the Candid dropped from the name. Archives of
all issues—including the original ones (1980s-1990s)—are available on
the website: www.destolfe.com
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Publisher/Owner/Editor
Robert-George de Stolfe

Graphics/Layout*

Robert-George de Stolfe

*Unless otherwise accredited, the graphics and photos are by
Robert-George de Stolfe or possibly from public domain. In some cases, the
original source cannot be determined.

I hope you enjoy these

de Stolfe Journal Broadsheets!
I started these broadsheets as a
means to reduce the number of
pages for the regular journal issues.
(And let’s face it, you don’t have
time to read 50+ pages of the
regular journal when not every topic
in them might be of interest to you!)
My broadsheets are single topics of
special interest in a horizontal page
format and restricted to ten pages or
less (usually).

This publication is published solely as a digital format. All content—
unless attributed to some other source, including web sources, or from
public domain sources—is original content by Robert-George de Stolfe.
Public domain sources might or might not be specifically attributed.

The reader of this content has right to download and view the content for
personal enjoyment. However, if someone wants to use the content for
any other purpose, permission must be requested in writing and approved
by Robert-George de Stolfe.

Copyright © 2021, Robert-George de Stolfe
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Journal Archive www.destolfe.com

Top Hand Graphics ~www.tophandgraphics.com

RG eMail rgdestolfe@yahoo.com
Robert-George de Stolfe
RG Linked| www.linkedin.com/in/rgdestolfe
PO Box 16156 inkedin
Lubbock, Texas 79490 RG YouTube www.youtube.com/channel/

06®00

UCxgM8QWWaVPwzla0ccZ46Cw

806.470.5867
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