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Before we left Nashville, one of the last things we
did was to tour the Ryman Auditorium, the original
location of the Grand Ole Opry.

We live in the 21st century! Anywhere you see a
web link like this, click it to go automatically to the
webpage that it references! (Try it now!)

www.destolfe.com
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Desert Willow, chilopsis linearis, Lubbock, Texas
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Comments by RG

Major Highlight of May Trip

In this fourth section of our May
trip, I cover the part of the trip
when we were in Tennessee. (Oh,
and to note, there will be a total of
seven issues of my journal
covering the May trip.) The bulk
of this issue covers our time in
Nashville! Until this trip, the only
time I was ever in Nashville was
with layovers at the airport.
Ironically, as we came into the
town, [ unhumorously ended up
driving through the airport while
trying to find the exit I needed!

Our time in Nashville covered the
major highlights of Nashville,
including the Grand Old Opry, the
main Broadway strip, and the
Ryman Auditorium. We also did
a few smaller things as you will
read in this issue. Overall, we had
a good time!

Colorado Springs

In other news, I had a major
event in July, the big 5-0!
Yep, I turned 50. It was a
quiet day, nothing
particularly out of the
ordinary. I cover a little of
what things that did happen
in the Random Things page.

I’'m working on getting
information together in
planning for a couple of other
trips for the fall. Of course,
reports of those trips will come
out in issues after each
respective trip.

Once I'm finished reporting the
May trip, I’ll get back to having
more variety of content in the
Journals.

Enjoy!
Rose of Sharon

hibiscus syriacus, “Red Heart”
Lubbock, Texas
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Word For Life
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In the last two issues of my journal, I first showed
and discussed the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13
and in Luke 11:2-4. I mentioned that Jesus gave us
the prayer not as words to regurgitate, but as a
MODEL for us to construct our own prayers! Then, |
took each part of the prayer, line by line, and gave
some more interpretation as to the meaning and
intent. In this last section, I provide my own
constructed prayer using the model prayer as the
framework.

RG’s Prayer based on the “model prayer”:

Gracious Heavenly Father, Daddy,

May your name always be kept holy and in its
proper reverence. Bring forth Your kingdom—
Your ways, means, measures, Love, and
holiness—to this earth, and perform Your will
Just as You see fit, just as You have it in
Heaven.

God Jehovah, provide us our daily sustenance
out of Your lavish resources, both in food for
the body and food for the spirit.

We recognize our sins and confess them to
You so You may forgive us and wash us clean,
white as snow, especially as we forgive others
so we can be released of harboring bitterness
and other evil intents.

Shield us from the temptations that fling
toward us like fiery darts, and take us away
from the evil one who seeks to steal, kill, and
destroy us so we will not stumble nor collapse.
Father, Your ways are the true and
everlasting ways into righteousness and
holiness, and Your sovereign power upholds
the universe in glory in this life and through
eternity.

We pray in the Name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth.

Amen! So be it!

’............................................................................................................‘

Short Books of the Bible

For this issue, you get a double Word For Life!

Most of the books of the Bible have many chapters
with many verses within each chapter. However, there
are five books in the Bible that have no chapters at
all! One book, Obadiah, is in the Old Testament,
while four books are in the New Testament,
Philemon, Il John, III John, and Jude. And even with
that, they all have 25 verses or less. I thought it would
be fun to discuss each of these five books and see
what each one is all about. Let’s start with Philemon.

Philemon is a “beloved friend and fellow laborer” [1]
of Paul and Timothy. It appears that Philemon,
Apphia, and Archippus have a church in his house,
possibly a small enough group to fit within a house in
an unknown location in the first Century AD. Paul
mentions his thanks and joy in that the “hearts of the
saints have been refreshed” [7] by Philemon because
of his love and sharing of his faith towards the people
there. Paul wanted to be very respectful and courteous
to Philemon regarding a bold request that Paul hoped
Philemon would voluntarily accept instead of it being
thrusted upon him out of obligation. [8, 9, 14] With
the letter, Paul is sending Onesimus to Philemon and
requesting that he receive him the same as he would
receive Paul. We don’t know much about Onesimus,
especially since he is only mentioned in one other
place in Colossians, but it would appear that he might
have been outcasted at one point from Paul’s words of
“who once was unprofitable to you” [11] and
“perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose, that
you might receive him forever, no longer as a slave”.
[15-16] It would appear that Onesimus might have
done Philemon wrong in the past with Paul’s
assumption that “if he has wronged you or owes
anything, put that on my account” [18] with Paul
more than willing to pay for the debt. Paul also
reminds Philemon, almost selfishly, that Philemon
“owe me even your own self”, [19] for perhaps Paul
saved his life or got him out of some sort of trouble.
Whatever the case, Paul is confident that Philemon
“will do even more than I say” [21] and hopes for
reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus. The
last verses are greeting from those with Paul.



Random Things

Year of Jubilee Birthday

2022 is my half century birthday! I had a basically
quiet day with a few small fun things. My birthday
was on a Sunday. So before church, I stopped at
Dutch Brothers (now that Lubbock has them) and got
my free coffee drink. This is what they gave me!

Ever see a single carnation? This is it. The ones you
most often see are double carnations.

‘...........................................

The “Dutch Mafia”
doing things right!
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This is a batch of switchel. It goes back to the 1600s and
is easy to make!

Y gallon clean water
Y cup unsulphured Barbados molasses
Ya cup apple cider vinegar

1 tablespoon ground ginger

Mix together until well combined. Easy!

RG Notes: I would reduce the ginger to a teaspoon or
two. You could use maple sugar/syrup or honey instead
of the molasses. Also, use lemon or lime for the vinegar.

Three of us at church have the same birthday!
(I’'m the youngest!) Me, Jay, and Skip.

‘............................................................................................................‘
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Getting to Nashville - Friday, May 20, 2022

After the brief stop in Belle Meade, we were less
than an hour from Nashville. While we got into
Nashville before 5:00 PM, we were just in time for
Friday going home traffic! Three major interstates
intersect in Nashville and made figuring out where to
go absolutely horrible! I ended up making a wrong
turn where I thought I needed to go only to find out
that it was an airport only road! I unhumorously took
a tour of the Nashville airport! We finally left the
airport and kept going and finally saw the road we
needed. Our first stop in Nashville—even before
checking in to the hotel—was to the Grand Ole
Opry! We wanted to find out how much tickets cost
and when the shows were. We looked around outside
and got some photos before going to the ticket office
hoping that it was open. Dad originally wanted
tickets for Saturday night, but it turns out that the
Opry has shows on Fridays, Saturdays, and
Tuesdays, at least during the time we were there. But
since it was Friday, we knew it was a good night to
go, especially since the shows are broadcasted on
Fridays, as we would find out later. Dad decided to
go tonight and so we stayed for a while until they let
people in. Mind you that we haven’t even checked
into the hotel yet. While waiting, we checked out the
gift shop and probably spent too much buying lots of
souvenirs! After a little while longer, the doors
opened and we went in and got our seats, somewhat
close to the front and a little over to the left.

Here [ am with giant guitars outside of the Opry.
Photo by Robert A. de Stolfe.

Outside of the Grand Ole Opry.
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The seats were like long pews with long padded
cushions. The concert was fantastic from the
beginning to the end! It ran so smoothly with good
sound, good lighting, good flow, and fantastic
management! The Opry artists performing were
Jeannie Seely, Runaway June, Bobby Osborne &
The Rocky Top X-Press, Mandy Barnett, Connie
Smith, Michael Feinstein, Rhonda Vincent, and
Lauren Alaina. For me, I did not recognize any of the
names for I am not in tune with country music
anymore like I was in the 1990s. But I did recognize
the Rocky Top song. And speaking of the 90s, the
Opry was honoring 90s country music artists this
summer, which is the country music that I remember
listening to, well, in the 90s! We left about two and a
half hours later and finally got to the hotel. I chose a
hotel that was only a mile away on the same road.
Once we got settled into the room, we basically
crashed since it was pretty late.

The host of the show was Charlie Mattos.

The auditorium was large with high ceilings.

While not open at this point, this old tour bus is a food truck!

GRAND OLE
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Connie Smith
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Tours—Saturday, May 21, 2022

While I intended to get breakfast, I ended up sleeping
in and was ready to go by 11:00 AM. (Breakfast
ended at 10:30.) I thought that today we should go on
a bus tour of downtown Nashville. It was too late to
go on one of the tours we wanted that included going
to the Ryman Auditorium. But we reserved two bus
tours with Grayline Tours, a general tour of the town
at 1:00 PM and an evening tour that started at 7:30
PM, both this same day. Since we had a little time
before the afternoon tour, we went downtown to get
there early and ended up driving in circles around the
town to figure out where to park. We finally did find a
parking lot and one that had spaces nearly across the
street from where the bus left. However, that parking

K i
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Downtown

Nashville has a
ridiculous number
of mobile bars/
party busses that
run up and down
Broadway!

Here are just a
few when this
photo was taken.
Also, the traffic
was like this
continually!

Photo by
Robert A. de Stolfe

lot was expensive! While we were driving around
downtown, I couldn’t believe all of the activity going
on at noon! (Although, it was a Saturday, but still.)
The places were FULL! All up and down the roads
were these pedal bars or huts or wagons. There had to
be at least a dozen of them. Then the bigger ones
were converted buses cut open on the top with dance
lights, audio, and a bar with a dance floor in the
middle. Some of them were even large tour buses,
while most of them were converted school buses. The
more redneck variations were open trailers pulled by
tractors. It was a crazy, crazy sight to behold! Just as
crazy was seeing how people were dressed, or
perhaps more like the lack of dress! The downtown
area was like a combination of tailgating, parading,
concerts, and street festivals all rolled into one.
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Anyway, our tour bus for the afternoon tour was an
open topped double decker bus. We sat on the top
despite being sunny, but we knew that the view
would be better to see everything. The tour was an
hour long and went around to survey the highlights
of Nashville. We had a really good knowledgeable
guide while someone else drove the bus.

AT&T Building Nashville Visitor Center
(“Batman” 'bilding)
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Looking south along 3rd Avenue. The Parthenon
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One building of Vanderbilt University

Ted’s
Montana
Grill

Tennessee Capitol building

Frist Art Museum Piggly Wiggly!
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Luigi’s City Pizza, Sun Diner,
Johnny Cash Museum,
Johnny Cash’s Bar & BBO.
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Cotton-Eyed Joe of Nashville
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All along Broadway are these
fantastic signs, some newer, some
older, that create a sort of old
Vegasesque stream of eyecatchers
that also look great at night!

Redneck Riviera
Nashville Music store Bar & BBQ

Mellow Mushroom Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge




May Vacation—Part 4

[/ -

N

T

)

N; =

a

-

ST

B

TR

N

\
b

L.
"
=\

Wi\

Jimmy Buffet’s
Margaritaville
e

&

g
s
HE

B S (101037 06

t HAR

6

S |\

|

= ety
a1

i

Alan chkson Dlerkfs Bentley’s Nudie's Honly Tonk
. Good Time Bar Whiskey Row ’
Hattie B’s g




May Vacation—Part 4

RA R
L./ NN

The Stage On Broadway

Casa Rosa, Miranda Lambert
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After the tour, we were hungry. So, we drove back to the
Opryland area and decided to try the Paula Deen’s Family
Kitchen. There are only six locations, and we were in three of
the towns on our trip that had them. As a family style
restaurant, the menu was in a fixed arrangement where the food
was served family style and we simply had to choose what

Daula Deens

FAMILY KITCHEN

meats we wanted, for how many, and what sides. In good
Southern tradition, it is like a “meat and three”. We went with
the least quantity option, which was still more than enough food
to feed at least two more people! There were no to go boxes, but
even if there were, we were travelling and it made no sense
anyway. We decided on the fried chicken (Dad’s choice) and
the pot roast with rice (my choice). As for the sides, we got
salad, mashed potatoes with gravy (Dad’s choices), green
beans, and mac and cheese (my choices). The meal came with
drinks and delicious cheddar biscuits! The meal was top notch

delicious, and frankly it had better be for $25 a person! But, we
did get a lot of food! It came with a dessert to go.
since people would be too full to suck down a dessert
after all of that food! We chose the banana pudding.
Before we left, we looked around the gift shop and

again spent way too much money buying a few

things! We went back to the room to put the pudding
in the fridge to let it get really cold since we were not far away
from the hotel. By this point it was 5:30 PM and the evening
tour was at 7:30 and decided best to head back to downtown.

. 9o i
i

Uanillp Sflyleo Plinnet,

In true Southem traditicn, we serve o family style spread of hearty
Down Home Dishes with Paulo’s Famous Sides 1o be selected ond shared by the table.
And sure os doy follows night, dessert will be served!

'Cﬂﬁoo " 2499 per person

se 2 Down Home Dishes and 4 of Paula’s Famous Sides for the tab

26.99 per person
Choose 3 Down Home Dishes aad 4 of Paula's Fomous Sides for the table,

(Hﬁw iy 2899 per person
Choose 4 Down Home Dishes aad 4 of Paula's Famous Sides for the table,
Kids ages 3-54.99 Kids oges 6- 10 11.99

Bnjop Qutimited Relitts ... Happp Bating, QY all! @‘W

(To-go boxes are not avallable)

Doun FHomeo Piskes

BesST EVER SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN
Our specially seasoned, hand-breaded chicken, fried crisp and golden,
“Some things in life can't be improved upon!”

BEEF POT ROAST
Slow roasted 'til tender and full of flavor. Lovingly shredded, ladled
over buttered white rice. “Comfort foed at its finest!”

CHICKEN-FRIED PORK CHOP
Boneless tender pork coated with seasoned flour, then fried golden on the stovetop.
Drizzled in the best gravy ever created by its own flavorful pan drippings.

OL’ FASHIONED SOUTHERN MEATLOAF
Thick-sliced, sweet and tangy meatloaf covered in crispy tobacco onions.
No wonder Paula’s recipe has a reputation all its own!

SPARE RiBs
Slow roasted, fall-off-the bone pork ribs smothered in fangy barbecue sauce.
“The perfect blend of sweet and spicy, Y'all!

CHICKEN & DUMPLINGS
Tender pulled chicken and hand-rolled dumplings simmered in a savory chicken gravy.
“It's been a staple at my family table for as long as | can remember."

GEORGIA FRIED CATFISH
“We love our fish lightly fried with a flour and cornmeal coating,
and you will, too!" Served with Paula's zingy tartar sauce.

ROASTED CHICKEN
Mouthwatering, tender, slow roasted chicken, Seasoned with
Paula’s signature blend of savory spices.

PorpySEeD TOSSED SALAD

BAKED MAC AND CHEESE
BLACK EYED PEAS
AD

GREEN BEANS
CREAMED POTATOES
COLLARD GREENS
FresH CANDIED YAMS Broccori CASSEROLE
CREAMED CORN TomATO & CUCUMBER SAL

CoLE SLAwW ButrTERED WHITE RICE
dom @M [Everybody gets onel

Oo0EY GOOEY BUTTER CAKE
Paula's signature melt-in-your-mouth dessert. An experience all its own!

BANANA PuppING
“Mouthwateringly delicious, Y'all'" Rich and creamy custard with fresh bananas
and sweet vanilla wafers, topped with a dollop of whipped cream.

SEASONAL COBBLER
Paula's Cobbler lovingly baked to create a bubbling Southern favorite.

Yourwalieiog i impotont o s o hve g, pleos ol s 8 ot ol gt oo e “We ore:
cbiiged 1o tel you that cossuming raw o undercooked meat. seatood of Bogs may increase your risk of foodborne Mness
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After fighting the traffic again on
the main roads, we got downtown
just before some strong storms hit
near where we were. I ended up
driving in circles four times to get
back to the parking lot where we
parked before because of various
construction zones and the many
oneways. By this point, it was 7:00
PM and the rain was getting heavy.
The cops had blocked off part of
Broadway, apparently something
they do regularly to keep the drunk
pedestrians safe at night! (You
know they are not sober on a
Saturday night!) The evening tour
was on a single level trolley bus
with rolled down clear plastic
sides. This tour was more detailed
and expanded on what the other
tour told us. With it as evening, we
would see a different aspect of the
town with it all lit up. However,
the rain never did stop, and the
“clear” sides of the trolley were
very difficult to see clearly
through. All we could see were
colors, shapes, and streaks, but
zero clarity. For our own safety as
well as to stay dry, the driver, who
was also the guide, left the sides
down for the entire tour, but also
hoped that it would stop raining to
put up the sides. It certainly would
have been better if it was a clear
night, but oh well. We did have
one stop where we could get out,
even thought there was still light
rain. We stopped at the Parthenon
for photos of it lit up at night. After
we got back to where we loaded,
we went back to the car and briefly
drove back to the same spot to get
some photos pointed down
Broadway with everything lit up.
From there, we drove back to the
Opryland area.

The Parthenon, a full scale replica of the one in Athens, Greece.
(Just happened to click the camera when lightning lit up the background!)

View up one of the fluted columns to the Doric capital.
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ENFORCED 24/7

Payment Required
Before Leaving Vehicle

Contact: Nashville@spplus.com

PARKING.cow

Korean Veterans Memorial Bridge
Had to pay to park everywhere downtown.




May Vacation—Part 4

The Opryland area included not just the Grand Ole
Opry, but a whole development of a mall, free
standing stores and restaurants (like Paula Deen’s
Family Kitchen), a river cruise boat ramp, and the
Gaylord Opryland Resort and Mall. When we found
out that the Gaylord mall had a Carvel, Dad wanted
to go get some of their ice cream. However, the
place was very exclusive and required a parking fee
of $33 beyond the first free 20 minutes. We decided
that it was not worth the money and skipped it. Since

it was rather late, the only option we could find was
an open McDonald’s for sundaes. There was a line
in the drive through, and it took so long to get
through it. For a short time, we thought that maybe
the employees skipped working or that maybe it was
only one person working! We ate the sundaes in the
parking lot and went back to the room. We
eventually ate the banana puddings too. Yes, we had
two desserts! (The banana pudding would not have
been as good the next day. Bananas get mushy fast.)

.0........................................................................................

Last Tours—Sunday, May 22, 2022

After we got cleaned up and ate some breakfast, we
packed up our bags and loaded up the car. We had a
few things we wanted to do before we left Nashville.
Dad still wanted to go on the backstage tour of the
Opry. So, we went over to the Grand Ole Opry back
to their ticket office to see when we could take the
tour, which ran every 15 minutes. Unfortunately,
they were booked solid until 4 o’clock. We knew
that we did not want to wait around that long
knowing that there was about a four hour drive to
Knoxville then to Pigeon Forge, our next
destination. What we did instead was to drive back
downtown and go on the backstage tour of the
Ryman Auditorium instead.

Almost like Groundhog Day, we took the
expressway back up and around over to downtown
with the usual traffic and the crazy people driving. I
ended up taking a long way around partly for
forgetting where I was going and partly because |
made a wrong turn or rather missed a turn I needed
to take. But we finally got downtown. We found a
parking lot really close to the auditorium and parked
about a block away. We walked over to the Ryman
Auditorium and got our tickets. We took the self
guided tour of the auditorium, but we started with a
short video on the second floor first. The video was
very well done that included various projections and
multi layered screens and TVs explaining the history
of the building.

" SCAN
TO PARK

Use your phone's camera
to scan QR code or go to
metropolis.io/join

-

For monthily subscription parking contact
premierparking.com | 615.238.2250

- Union Gospel
Tabernacle 1891

Ryman Auditorium near Broadway
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After that we walked around on both floors of the
original Ryman Auditorium looking at everything
we could see. They had some display cases with
clothing and personal effects of various musicians.
They also provided a free photo standing on the
stage behind a mic. When we were done looking
around, we went to the gift shop and once again
bought a few things. Before we left, Dad wanted to
get a clear photo of the front of the auditorium with
no cars or people in the way. Despite all efforts, he
got close enough with maybe one car in it.

Ll

ST “
men!

ﬂUUITURIU‘m




May Vacation—Part 4

GOUNTY
TAN WASHVILLE AKD Ng‘;‘&?"’;“n 1289/2013

PN OF METROPOL)
o 1STORIOAL GOMMISSION

THOMAS GREEN RYMAN
1841 - 1904

A prominent riverboat captain and
Nashville businessman, Thomas Ryman
was known for his generous contributions
of time and money to the construction of
the Union Gospel Tabernacle. In 1904,
the Tabernacle was renamed the Ryman
Auditorium in his honor.

Sculptor « Steve Shields

Thomas Green Ryman
1841-1904
A prominent riverboat captain and
Nashville businessman, Thomas

Ryman was known for his generous
contributions of time and money to
the construction of the Union Gospel
Tabernacle. In 1904, the Tabernacle
was renamed the Ryman Auditorium

in his honor. _ They took our photo, and I think this was the only free photo we got!
Sculptor—Steve Shields (Although, we spent enough in the gift shop!)



May Vacation—Part 4

ey LITTLE JIMMY DICKENS
z P22, T » 1920 - 2015
Bill Monroe & oretta Lynn : D B i b o s RN
F A 1948 and went an to become on loagest tenured and most
, beloved members of the Grand Ole Opey. His rhinestone-studded.

N Installed 2020
Installed 2017 / - | SRSl the bearts of millions. A member of the Opry for 49 years
> (1948-1957 & 19752015}, Dickens was one of the Opry's

greatest ambassaders and & meator for new geserations of

outfits, wild novelty hits, aad infectious coustry hamar capured

performers. His doep reverence for the Opry was best stated by
the man himself: *The circle can't be brokes.”

Statue by Ben Watts

! RS
This ‘bronze sculpturel s dedicated
friendship® that was shared Twithim
atestiperformers &
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Since we were downtown and near Broadway, we decided that
we wanted to try Jack’s BBQ located on Broadway. I went and
put our stuff in the car, or more like tried to put the stuff in the
car, but I didn’t have the fob. I also need to renew the parking
meter for the time we would eat. We walked and turned the
corner onto Broadway, and Broadway was just as crazy and
loud and just as in your face as it had been every time we were
there! We went down about half a block and there was Jack’s
barbecue. (We saw the place on the bus tour.) There was a long
line even out the door, but we looked at the menu, and I decided
on a brisket sandwich with coleslaw and a drink while Dad got
the brisket plate with mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, and a
drink. They had various barbecue sauces, and I went with the
Kansas City barbecue sauce which was really good. I bought a
bottle before we left. Once I got back to the car, I picked up
Dad while he once again tried to get a photo of the auditorium,
but without success. Just too many cars and people in the way.

If there are THREE flying pigs, it must be good!

Leaving Nashville

From downtown, we went on our way to [-40. Once
on [-40, we headed straight for Knoxville. The road
to Knoxville started out flatter as we left Nashville,
but became more curvy and hilly along with slightly
higher elevation. We were getting further into the
mountains and the mountainous hilly areas of the
Blue Ridges. We only made one stop while on [-40
at a rest stop in Crossville which also tourist
information. Before we left the rest stop, I saw this
unusual tree with leaves I have never seen before.
The leaves were shaped like a fan somewhat similar
to what you would see in Art Nouveau designs of
the 20s. I had no idea what it was! Rest stop in east Tennessee near Crossville.

Google Maps
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I used my plant identification app on my
phone and posted a photo of it to a
gardening group. I found out later that
the tree was a GinkgoGinkgo biloba, also
called maidenhair. The leaves had a nice
shape, and the tree overall was nice.
After we left the rest area, we crossed
over the time zone into the Eastern Time
Zone a few minutes later. We went as far
as Knoxville with just a little bit of traffic
at one point, but otherwise, we kept
going. Southeast of Knoxville, we turned
onto US 441 a little after 8:15 PM. We
continued southeast and stopped at one
point at a gas station for gas. Once we
reached Sevierville, we went south to
Pigeon Forge which was not far away.
Along US 441 in this area is a string of
three towns: Sevierville, Pigeon Forge,
and Gatlinburg. We got into Pigeon

Forge around 9:15 PM. We did several Rg de Stolfe .
things before we settled in for the night e ¥ May23:-©
at the hotel. We came across this tree in central Tennessee at a rest stop. Have never seen one before! It is

apparently called GinkgoGinkgo biloba or maidenhair. Here is some more info:

. . . . https://www.arborday.org/trees/treeguide/TreeDetail.cfm...
You will need to wait until the next issue ‘

of the journal to find out what and why
we were in Pigeon Forge!

e I 3 Comments Seen by 21

oy Like (J Comment

View 1 more comment All comments »

Frank Lloyd Wright used the ginkgo leaf motif in many of his designs.
Like Reply 9w

. | know they grow them in the Dallas area.

Like Reply 9w

GinkgoGinkgo biloba, also called maidenhair. ’ — o 9
A 1 cr)
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