
15.Special  ￭  Independence 250 Years, 1776-2026 



We live in the 2020s, not the 1920s! Wherever a 

web link is like below, click it to go to the webpage 

it references! (Click it now!) 

www.destolfe.com 

 

(Page numbers correspond to the PDF page numbers.) 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6-8 

9 

10-11 

12 

13 

14 

15-23 

24-33 

34 

35 

35 

Contents & On The Cover 

Comments by RG 

Bluebonnet Facts 

Late 2000s 

2010 

2020 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

2025 

2026 

Other Locations Not Visited 

Final Thought 

Fine Print—Just bluebonnets! 

Contents  

On The Cover 15.Special ￭ Independence 250 Years, 1776-2026 

The 13 colonies in North America declared 

independence from Great Britain on July 4, 1776. 

The year 2026 celebrates 250 years, the 

Semiquincentennial, since that independence! 

Prior celebrations were the Jubilee in 1826, 

Centennial in 1876, the Sesquicentennial in 

1926, and the Bicentennial in 1976.  

http://www.destolfe.com


Comments By RG  

Happy Semiquincentennial! 

The United States turns 

250 years old on July 4th! 

Many of us were around 

when the country 

celebrate its 200th, or 

bicentennial, birthday in 

1976. Likewise, many of 

us will be around for the 

Tricentennial of the 

United States in 2076. 

 

This special issue 

contains the foundational 

details of what created 

this country, the 

Declaration of 

Independence. The 

British monarchy at the 

time were none too 

pleased with this “rebel 

act”, and it resulted in a 

revolutionary war for 

separation and 

independence from 

Britain. It actually took 

two wars, along with the 

War of 1812, to firmly 

secure that independence. 

For us, July 4th marks the 

foundational date of the 

United States, even 

though there would be 

many more changes to 

happen later to form the 

country into what we are 

more familiar with today. 

 

Have a great day! 

ginkgo biloba  
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In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776 

The unanimous 

Declaration of the thirteen 

united States of America, 

When in the Course of 

human events, it becomes 

necessary for one people 

to dissolve the political 

bands which have 

connected them with 

another, and to assume 

among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and 

equal station to which the 

Laws of Nature and of 

Nature’s God entitle them, 

a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind 

requires that they should 

declare the causes which 

impel them to the 

separation. 

 

We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.—That to 

secure these rights, 

Governments are 

instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the 

governed, —That 

whenever any Form of 

Government becomes 

destructive of these ends, 

it is the Right of the 

People to alter or to 

abolish it, and to institute 

new Government, laying 

its foundation on such 

principles and organizing 

its powers in such form, 

as to them shall seem 

most likely to effect their 

Safety and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will 

dictate that Governments 

long established should 

not be changed for light 

and transient causes; and 

accordingly all experience 

hath shewn, that mankind 

are more disposed to 

suffer, while evils are 

sufferable, than to right 

themselves by abolishing 

the forms to which they 

are accustomed. But when 

a long train of abuses and 

usurpations, pursuing 

invariably the same 

Object evinces a design to 

reduce them under 

absolute Despotism, it is 

their right, it is their duty, 

to throw off such 

Government, and to 

provide new Guards for 

their future security.—

Such has been the patient 

sufferance of these 

Colonies; and such is now 

the necessity which 

constrains them to alter 

their former Systems of 

Government. The history 

of the present King of 

Great Britain is a history 

of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in 

direct object the 

establishment of an 

absolute Tyranny over 

these States. To prove 

this, let Facts be 

submitted to a candid 

world. 

 

 

He has refused his Assent 

to Laws, the most 

wholesome and necessary 

for the public good. 

 

He has forbidden his 

Governors to pass Laws of 

immediate and pressing 

importance, unless 

suspended in their 

operation till his Assent 

should be obtained; and 

when so suspended, he 

has utterly neglected to 

attend to them. 

 

He has refused to pass 

other Laws for the 

accommodation of large 

districts of people, unless 

those people would 

relinquish the right of 

Representation in the 

Legislature, a right 

inestimable to them and 

formidable to tyrants only. 

 

He has called together 

legislative bodies at places 

unusual, uncomfortable, 

and distant from the 

depository of their public 

Records, for the sole 

purpose of fatiguing them 

into compliance with his 

measures. 

 

He has dissolved 

Representative Houses 

repeatedly, for opposing 

with manly firmness his 

invasions on the rights of 

the people. 

 

He has refused for a long 

time, after such 

dissolutions, to cause 

others to be elected; 

whereby the Legislative 

powers, incapable of 

Annihilation, have 

returned to the People at 

large for their exercise; 

the State remaining in the 

mean time exposed to all 

the dangers of invasion 

from without, and 

convulsions within. 

 

He has endeavoured to 

prevent the population of 

these States; for that 

purpose obstructing the 

Laws for Naturalization of 

Foreigners; refusing to 

pass others to encourage 

their migrations hither, 

and raising the conditions 

of new Appropriations of 

Lands. 

 

He has obstructed the 

Administration of Justice, 

by refusing his Assent to 

Laws for establishing 

Judiciary powers. 

 

He has made Judges 

dependent on his Will 

alone, for the tenure of 

their offices, and the 

amount and payment of 

their salaries. 

 

He has erected a 

multitude of New Offices, 

and sent hither swarms of 

Officers to harrass our 

people, and eat out their 

substance. 

 

He has kept among us, in 

times of peace, Standing 

Armies without the 

Consent of our 

legislatures. 

 

He has affected to render 

the Military independent 

of and superior to the 

Civil power. 

 

He has combined with 

others to subject us to a 

jurisdiction foreign to our 

constitution, and 

unacknowledged by our 

laws; giving his Assent to 

their Acts of pretended 

Legislation: 
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For Quartering large 

bodies of armed troops 

among us: 

 

For protecting them, by a 

mock Trial, from 

punishment for any 

Murders which they 

should commit on the 

Inhabitants of these 

States: 

 

For cutting off our Trade 

with all parts of the world: 

 

For imposing Taxes on us 

without our Consent: 

 

For depriving us in many 

cases, of the benefits of 

Trial by Jury: 

 

For transporting us 

beyond Seas to be tried 

for pretended offences: 

 

For abolishing the free 

System of English Laws in 

a neighbouring Province, 

establishing therein an 

Arbitrary government, 

and enlarging its 

Boundaries so as to 

render it at once an 

example and fit 

instrument for 

introducing the same 

absolute rule into these 

Colonies: 

 

For taking away our 

Charters, abolishing our 

most valuable Laws, and 

altering fundamentally 

the Forms of our 

Governments: 

 

For suspending our own 

Legislatures, and 

declaring themselves 

invested with power to 

legislate for us in all cases 

whatsoever. 

He has abdicated 

Government here, by 

declaring us out of his 

Protection and waging 

War against us. 

 

He has plundered our 

seas, ravaged our Coasts, 

burnt our towns, and 

destroyed the lives of our 

people. 

 

He is at this time 

transporting large Armies 

of foreign Mercenaries to 

compleat the works of 

death, desolation and 

tyranny, already begun 

with circumstances of 

Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 

paralleled in the most 

barbarous ages, and 

totally unworthy the Head 

of a civilized nation. 

 

He has constrained our 

fellow Citizens taken 

Captive on the high Seas 

to bear Arms against their 

Country, to become the 

executioners of their 

friends and Brethren, or 

to fall themselves by their 

Hands. 

 

He has excited domestic 

insurrections amongst us, 

and has endeavoured to 

bring on the inhabitants 

of our frontiers, the 

merciless Indian Savages, 

whose known rule of 

warfare, is an 

undistinguished 

destruction of all ages, 

sexes and conditions. 

 

 

In every stage of these 

Oppressions We have 

Petitioned for Redress in 

the most humble terms: 

Our repeated Petitions 

have been answered only 

by repeated injury. A 

Prince, whose character is 

thus marked by every act 

which may define a 

Tyrant, is unfit to be the 

ruler of a free people. 

 

Nor have We been 

wanting in attentions to 

our Brittish brethren. We 

have warned them from 

time to time of attempts 

by their legislature to 

extend an unwarrantable 

jurisdiction over us. We 

have reminded them of 

the circumstances of our 

emigration and settlement 

here. We have appealed to 

their native justice and 

magnanimity, and we 

have conjured them by the 

ties of our common 

kindred to disavow these 

usurpations, which, would 

inevitably interrupt our 

connections and 

correspondence. They too 

have been deaf to the 

voice of justice and of 

consanguinity. We must, 

therefore, acquiesce in the 

necessity, which 

denounces our 

Separation, and hold 

them, as we hold the rest 

of mankind, Enemies in 

War, in Peace Friends. 

 

We, therefore, the 

Representatives of the 

united States of America, 

in General Congress, 

Assembled, appealing to 

the Supreme Judge of the 

world for the rectitude of 

our intentions, do, in the 

Name, and by Authority of 

the good People of these 

Colonies, solemnly 

publish and declare, That 

these United Colonies are, 

and of Right ought to be 

Free and Independent 

States; that they are 

Absolved from all 

Allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all 

political connection 

between them and the 

State of Great Britain, is 

and ought to be totally 

dissolved; and that as 

Free and Independent 

States, they have full 

Power to levy War, 

conclude Peace, contract 

Alliances, establish 

Commerce, and to do all 

other Acts and Things 

which Independent States 

may of right do. And for 

the support of this 

Declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the protection 

of divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each 

other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred 

Honor. 

7th President, Continental Congress (1775-1777) 

Seal of the President of 

the Continental Congress 
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Signers of the Declaration of Independence 

Georgia 

Button Gwinnett 

Lyman Hall 

George Walton 

 

 

North Carolina 

William Hooper 

Joseph Hewes 

John Penn 

 

 

South Carolina 

Edward Rutledge 

Thomas Heyward, Jr. 

Thomas Lynch, Jr. 

Arthur Middleton 

 

 

Massachusetts 

John Hancock 

 

 

Maryland 

Samuel Chase 

William Paca 

Thomas Stone 

Charles Carroll of 

Carrollton 

 

 

Virginia 

George Wythe 

Richard Henry Lee 

Thomas Jefferson 

Benjamin Harrison 

Thomas Nelson, Jr. 

Francis Lightfoot Lee 

Carter Braxton 

 

 

Pennsylvania 

Robert Morris 

Benjamin Rush 

Benjamin Franklin 

John Morton 

George Clymer 

James Smith 

George Taylor 

James Wilson 

George Ross 

 

 

Delaware 

Caesar Rodney 

George Read 

Thomas McKean 

 

 

New York 

William Floyd 

Philip Livingston 

Francis Lewis 

Lewis Morris 

 

 

New Jersey 

Richard Stockton 

John Witherspoon 

Francis Hopkinson 

John Hart 

Abraham Clark 

 

 

New Hampshire 

Josiah Bartlett 

William Whipple 

 

 

Massachusetts 

Samuel Adams 

John Adams 

Robert Treat Paine 

Elbridge Gerry 

 

 

Rhode Island 

Stephen Hopkins 

William Ellery 

 

 

Connecticut 

Roger Sherman 

Samuel Huntington 

William Williams 

Oliver Wolcott 

 

 

New Hampshire 

Matthew Thornton 



Rocky Mountain News. Monday, July 5, 1926. Page 1. 
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Independence High Lights From 1926 By J. Carroll Mansfield! 

I was feeling swell to 

come across this cat’s 

pajamas of history tutorial 

about United States 

Independence found in 

the pages of the Rocky 

Mountain News from 

1926, which at that time 

was the Sesquicentennial 

celebration of 

Independence. The 

history in the form of 

comics spanned six days 

from July 5 to 10, 1926 of a 

segment of High Lights of 

History by visual artist, 

James Carroll Mansfield 

of Baltimore, Maryland, 

and distributed by the 

McClure Newspaper 

Syndicate. Mansfield 

knew his onions when 

drawing out the frames 

and provided a nice 

summary of the founding 

of independence to form 

the United States that is 

such a sockdollager!  

Read Mansfield’s biography here: 

https://comicstriphistory.com/2025/05/j-carroll-mansfield-

creator-of-high-lights-of-history.html 

Swell:  

great or excellent  

 

Cat’s pajamas:  

really cool  

 James Carroll Mansfield  

Know onions:  

Well informed on a subject  

 

Sockdollager:  

an event or action of great 

importance 

The following pages of High Lights Of History about the Revolution comes from these sources: 

• Rocky Mountain News. Monday, July 5, 1926. Page 5. 

• Rocky Mountain News. Tuesday, July 6, 1926. Page 14. 

• Rocky Mountain News. Wednesday, July 7, 1926. Page 12. 

• Rocky Mountain News. Thursday, July 8, 1926. Page 10. 

• Rocky Mountain News. Friday, July 9, 1926. Page 8. 

• Rocky Mountain News. Saturday, July 10, 1926. Page 11. 

Sources 

https://comicstriphistory.com/2025/05/j-carroll-mansfield-creator-of-high-lights-of-history.html
https://comicstriphistory.com/2025/05/j-carroll-mansfield-creator-of-high-lights-of-history.html
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Additional Information 

The Pennsylvania Journal; and the Weekly Advertiser. 

Numb. 1675. Wednesday, January 11, 1775. Page 1. 

Massachusetts Spy Or, Thomas’s Boston Journal. Vol. IV, Numb. 179. Thursday, July 7, 1774. 

While there were 13 original colonies, these snake political 

cartoons only show 9 names: Georgia, South Carolina, North 

Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New 

York, and “NE”. The other colonies not explicitly mentioned are 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 

Delaware. The “NE” is not an actual colony, but a region. I don’t 

think Delaware is technically part of New England, though! 
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Common Sense. Read more at:  

https://oll.libertyfund.org/pages/1776

-paine-common-sense-pamphlet 

Additional Information 

Liberty Bell (also, State House Bell or Old State House Bell)  

originally placed in the steeple of Pennsylvania State House, 

now called Independence Hall. 

Flag of Great Britain  

(England & Scotland) 

Photo by RG 

Yankee Doodle (also, The Spirit of ’76) 

Oil, Archibald MacNeal Willard, 1875. 

Painted for the Centennial Exposition in 1876. 

First Flag Resolution on June 14, 1777: 

Resolved, that the Flag of the thirteen United States 

shall be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; 

that the Union be thirteen stars, white on a blue 

field, representing a new constellation. 

 

Other than this description, there was no specific 

detail of how to arrange the new flag, especially the 

stars. Many flag designs were created in 1777. 

Legend states by decedents that Betsy Ross created 

the flag with the circle of stars. It is hard to know, 

but plainly most flags since independence have been 

rows of five pointed stars representing the total 

number of states at the time. 

https://oll.libertyfund.org/pages/1776-paine-common-sense-pamphlet
https://oll.libertyfund.org/pages/1776-paine-common-sense-pamphlet
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Map Of The Original Thirteen Colonies 

David Rumsey Map Collection, Cartography Associates:  

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/

RUMSEY~8~1~30481~1140008:13-colonies-1776- 

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~30481~1140008:13-colonies-1776-
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~30481~1140008:13-colonies-1776-
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Map Of The Original Thirteen Colonies 

Estimated population of the United States in 1876 [Independence Centennial]: 44,000,000 

Settlement of the Thirteen Colonies 

1607 Virginia by the English. 

1612 New Jersey by the Dutch. 

1618 New York by the Dutch. 

1620 Massachusetts by the Puritans. 

1624 New Hampshire by the English. 

1627 Delaware by the Swedes. 

1633 Connecticut by the English. 

1634 Maryland by the English Catholics. 

1636 Rhode Island by Roger Williams. 

1663 North Carolina by the English. 

1670 South Carolina by the English. 

1682 Pennsylvania by William Penn. 

1732 Georgia by James Oglethorpe. 

Population of Cities in 1776. 

Philadelphia Pennsylvania 21,767 

New York City New York 23,194 

Richmond Virginia 1,800 

Baltimore Maryland 6,140 

Boston Massachusetts 17,260 

Savannah Georgia 2,760 

Charleston South Carolina 2,000 

Trenton New Jersey 1,200 

Concord Massachusetts 700 

Hartford Connecticut 2,000 

Albany New York 2,907 

Providence Rhode Island 4,140 

Continental Currency 
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Map Of The Original Thirteen Colonies 

Population in 1776 

 

New Hampshire 103,220 

Massachusetts 263,146 

Rhode Island 60,200 

Connecticut 200,691 

New York 273,330 

New Jersey 125,460 

Pennsylvania 309,201 

Delaware 18,344 

Maryland 257,000 

Virginia 587,498 

North Carolina 320,293 

South Carolina 221,117 

Georgia 70,414 

 

Total 2,839,914 

Lexington April 19, 1775 

Bunker Hill June 17, 1775 

Flatbush August 12, 1776 

White Plains August 26, 1776 

Trenton December 25, 1776 

Princeton January 5, 1777 

Hubbardstown August 17, 1777 

Bennington August 16, 1777 

Brandywine September 11, 1777 

Stillwater September 17, 1777 

Germantown October 5, 1777 

Saratoga October 17, 1777 

Troops Furnished During 

The Revolution 

 12,979 

 67,907 

 5,908 

 31,959 

 17,781 

 19,726 

 25,678 

 2,386 

 13,912 

 26,678 

 7,253 

 6,417 

 2,689 

 

 240,783 

Important Battles of the Revolution 

Red Hook October 22, 1777 

Monmouth June 25, 1778 

Rhode Island August 29, 1778 

Briar Creek March 30, 1779 

Stony Point July 15, 1779 

Camden August 16, 1779 

Kings Mountain October 1, 1780 

Cowpens January 17, 1781 

Guilford CH March 15, 1781 

Hobkarks Hills April 25, 1781 

Butaw Springs September 8, 1781 

Yorktown October 19, 1781 
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Chronological List of State Admissions To The Union 

1  Delaware  December 7, 1787 

2  Pennsylvania  December 12, 1787 

3  New Jersey  December 18, 1787 

4  Georgia  January 2, 1788 

5  Connecticut  January 9, 1788 

6  Massachusetts  February 6, 1788 

7  Maryland  April 28, 1788 

8  South Carolina  May 23, 1788 

9  New Hampshire  June 21, 1788 

10  Virginia  June 25, 1788 

11  New York  July 26, 1788 

12  North Carolina  November 21, 1789 

13  Rhode Island  May 29, 1790 

14  Vermont  March 4, 1791 

15  Kentucky  June 1, 1792 

16  Tennessee  June 1, 1796 

17  Ohio  March 1, 1803  

18  Louisiana  April 30, 1812 

19  Indiana  December 11, 1816 

20  Mississippi  December 10, 1817 

21  Illinois  December 3, 1818 

22  Alabama  December 14, 1819 

23  Maine  March 15, 1820 

24  Missouri  August 10, 1821 

25  Arkansas  June 15, 1836 

26  Michigan  January 26, 1837 

27  Florida  March 3, 1845 

28  Texas  December 29, 1845 

29  Iowa  December 28, 1846 

30  Wisconsin  May 29, 1848 

31  California  September 9, 1850 

32  Minnesota  May 11, 1858 

33  Oregon  February 14, 1859 

34  Kansas  January 29, 1861 

35  West Virginia  June 20, 1863 

36  Nevada  October 31, 1864 

37  Nebraska  March 1, 1867 

38  Colorado  August 1, 1876 

39  North Dakota  November 2, 1889 

40  South Dakota  November 2, 1889 

41  Montana  November 8, 1889 

42  Washington  November 11, 1889 

43  Idaho  July 3, 1890 

44  Wyoming  July 10, 1890 

45  Utah  January 4, 1896 

46  Oklahoma  November 16, 1907 

47  New Mexico  January 6, 1912 

48  Arizona  February 14, 1912 

49  Alaska  January 3, 1959 

50  Hawai’i  August 21, 1959 

The 13 original colonies with modern state lines 

superimposed. The colonies were: 

 Connecticut 

 Delaware 

 Georgia 

 Maryland [DC did not exist yet] 

 Massachusetts [modern Maine was part of MA] 

 New Hampshire 

 New Jersey 

 New York [modern Vermont was part of New York] 

 North Carolina 

 Pennsylvania 

 Rhode Island 

 South Carolina 

 Virginia 
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South Carolina  1  December 20, 1860 -  6  June 25, 1868 

Mississippi  2  January 9, 1861 -  9  February 23, 1870 

Florida  3  January 10, 1861 -  4  June 25, 1868 

Alabama  4  January 11, 1861 -  7  July 14, 1868 

Georgia  5  January 19, 1861 -  11  July 15, 1870 

Louisiana  6  January 26, 1861 -  3  June 25, 1868 

Texas  7  February 1, 1861 -  10  March 30, 1870 

Virginia*  8  April 17, 1861 -  8  January 26, 1870 

Arkansas  9  May 6, 1861 -  2  June 22, 1868 

North Carolina  10  May 20, 1861 -  5  June 25, 1868 

Tennessee  11  June 8, 1861 -  1  July 24, 1866 

 

*Originally part of Virginia, West Virginia broke off from Virginia and 

was admitted as a Union state on June 20, 1863. 

 

While not formally seceded, the Confederate States of America also 

claimed Missouri, Kentucky, Indian Territories (Oklahoma), West 

Virginia, and Arizona Territory**. Some would argue that they also 

wanted Maryland and Delaware.  

**The Confederate Arizona Territory comprised of the southern halves 

of modern day New Mexico and Arizona, from El Paso to Yuma. 

Civil War Secessions And Readmissions Through Reconstruction 

West Virginia broke 

off from Virginia and 

became a Northern 

state in 1863. 

Flag of Confederate States of America 

(1861–1863) 

Wikimedia Commons 
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Major Wars of The United States 

• American Revolutionary War  

(against United Kingdom)  

(April 19, 1775 - September 3, 1783) 

• Northwest Indian War  

(United Indian Nations/Northwestern Confederacy)  

(April 15, 1786 - August 3, 1795) 

• Quasi-War  

(against French First Republic)  

(July 7, 1798 - September 30, 1800) 

• War of 1812*  

(against United Kingdom)  

(June 18, 1812 - February 17, 1815) 

• Mexican-American War*  

(against Mexico)  

(April 25, 1846 - February 2, 1848) 

• Pig War  

(against United Kingdom, no actual fighting)  

(June 15 - October 1859) 

• American Civil War (internal)  

(April 12, 1861 - May 26, 1865) 

• Spanish-American War*  

(against Spain)  

(April 21 - August 13, 1898) 

• World War I*  

(against Germany and Austria-Hungary)  

(July 28, 1914 – November 11, 1918) 

• World War II*  

(against Japan, Germany, Italy, Bulgaria, Hungary, 

and Romania)  

(1 September 1, 1939 - September 2, 1945) 

• Cold War (March 12, 1947 - December 26, 1991) 

• Korean War  

(June 25, 1950 - July 27, 1953) 

• Vietnam War  

(November 1, 1955 - April 30, 1975) 

• Gulf War [Persian Gulf/Arabian Gulf]  

(August 2, 1990 - January 17, 1991) 

• War on terror (September 14, 2001 - August 30, 2021) 

• War in Afghanistan  

(October 7, 2001 - August 30, 2021) 

• Iraq War  

(March 20, 2003 - December 18, 2011) 

• War on cartels 

• Operation Southern Spear  

(September 1, 2025 - present) 

• Iran War  

(February 28, 2026 - present) 

*Formal Declarations of War by the United States 

The Pig War was about a disagreement in 1859 between 

the United States and Great Britain about where to draw 

the line between Washington and Vancouver regarding 

the San Juan islands. No fighting happened. 

Painting showing combat between the USS Constellation 

by Captain Thomas Truxtun and the French frigate 

L'Insurgente on February 9, 1799 off Saint Kitts and Nevis 

Island in the West Indies (Carribean). 

Oil, Rear Admiral John William Schmidt, 1950s? 

[What a wonderful painting!] 

The Quasi War was an undeclared war 1798-1800 between 

the United States and the French First Republic. It was 

fought almost entirely at sea in the Caribbean. 
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Probably the most iconic 

visual of the 1700s and of 

the Revolutionary War is 

the tricorne hat. While not 

specific to the colonies, 

the hat became a great 

visual of that war until 

fading away for other hat 

styles soon after. A 

common feature of those 

hats worn by the soldiers 

starting in 1775 was a 

detail called a cockade, 

from the French word 

cocarde meaning vain or 

cocky, that is basically a 

rosette. According to the 

Revolutionary War 

Journal:  

 

As the war progressed 

and the Continental Army 

took on a more 

professional look, at least 

with officers’ dress, 

[General George] 

Washington demanded 

that officers attend to 

their uniform in 

meticulous detail. He 

particularly emphasized 

this standard whenever a 

commander was in the 

presence of his men. He 

believed that, if an officer 

were to garnish respect 

and devotion from his 

men, then he must 

present himself as one 

worthy of receiving such 

approbation. The most 

common headgear, both 

civilian and in the military 

of the time period 

encompassing the 

American Revolutionary 

War was the cocked hat or 

tricorn hat. It was a round 

hat with three sides 

brought up and attached 

to the crown, “like a mince 

pye”, to term the 

vernacular of the time.  

 

Washington’s issuance of 

colored cockades to 

distinguish rank was 

unusual. Historically, 

cockades served as a 

symbol of unity, or 

proclaiming alliance to a 

faction or cause. The 

colors of the cockade were 

the colors of the house, 

dynasty, or national flag 

under which the soldier 

served. At times military 

buttons, ribbon braids, or 

national symbols were 

added to the rosette. 

England and the 

Hanovarian dynasty (King 

George III) favored black 

cockades... 

 

Throughout the American 

Revolutionary War, the 

rebel colonists tended to 

use black cockades that 

they inherited from the 

English.  

 

Today, we might wrongly 

assume the cockades were 

red, white, and blue. 

However, those colors 

were used in the rosettes 

of the French Revolution. 

www.revolutionarywarjournal.com/cockades/ 

The American army was founded on June 14, 1775 by order of the 

Continental Congress. A few weeks later, George Washington was 

named the first Commander in Chief of the Army.  

George Washington And Lafayette At Valley Forge, Dunsmore, 1907. 

Black silk cockade used by officers 

during the Revolutionary War. 



xxxxxx  Note About Headwear  

Thanks and appreciation goes to Jon Townsend of James Townsend & Son for his gracious allowance of me using 

his photos on the previous page for this special issue of the de Stolfe Journal! 

 

They are located in Pierceton, Indiana. Take a look at their online store: www.townsends.us 

 

“Jas. Townsend & Son Inc. is a manufacturer and retailer of quality reproduction 18th and early 19th Century 

clothing and personal accessories. We service the living history community, historic sites, museums, and theatrical, 

motion picture, and television production companies. Skillfully made, reasonably priced, satisfaction guaranteed.” 

Jon Townsend Josh 

Visit the Townsends YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/@townsends 

https://www.townsends.us/
https://www.youtube.com/@townsends


Constitution Day 

9.17.2026 

xxxxxx  The United States  

Executive Branch 

(President, Vice President, Cabinet) 

Legislative Branch (Congress) 

~ House (Speaker) 

~ Senate (Vice President) 

Judicial Branch 

(Supreme Court & Federal Courts) 

Three Branches of Government 

(Separation of Powers) 

is a 

Constitutional Federal Republic 
(NOT a Democracy as many believe) 

Makes Laws 

Carries Out Laws 

Evaluates Laws 

Constitution 

A system of fundamental 

principles according to 

which a nation, state, 

corporation, or the like, is 

governed. Also, the 

document embodying 

these principles.  

 

Federal 

Pertaining to or of the 

nature of a union of states 

under a central 

government distinct from 

the individual 

governments of the 

separate states. 

 

Republic 

A state in which the 

supreme power rests in 

the body of citizens 

entitled to vote and is 

exercised by 

representatives chosen 

directly or indirectly by 

them. 

 

Democracy 

A government by the 

people; a form of 

government in which the 

supreme power is vested 

in the people and 

exercised directly by them 

or by their elected agents 

under a free electoral 

system. 



xxxxxx  Liberty Plaza  
My Involvement In the Creation Of Liberty Plaza 

Back in my August-

September 1988 issue of 

the de Stolfe Journal, I 

included on the front page 

a certificate and a short 

article talking about the 

certificate. It was about 

From de Stolfe Journal, #10 August-September 1988. Page 1. 

the creation of a space at 

the South Miami Junior 

High called Liberty Plaza. 

I don’t know much about 

the planning to execution 

that went from idea to the 

finished plaza, but I did 

help with parts of the 

coming together of it. The 

article itself will provide 

that detail. Also, at the 

time I included the article 

in the journal, I had not 

yet developed the film 

with the photos I took. But 

now, 38 years later after 

the plaza dedication, I 

show you the photos! 

Liberty Plaza 

 

Two or three months ago, 

I heard about a place (like 

a park) called Liberty 

Plaza that was going to be 

built at my school. So, 

being interested, I went to 

my social studies teacher 

and asked if I could be of 

any help to build the 

plaza, and [he said] I 

could [be of help]. I 

helped prepare the land, 

lay the stones, put in the 

soil, plants, and flowers, 

and put in the benches. I 

don’t have a picture of the 

plaza at this time, but I 

did get a certificate, 

[above], when we had the 

plaza dedication June 10, 

1988. There was a ribbon 

cutting ceremony, a 

speech, and refreshments 

afterwards. There even 

was a color guard. I 

enjoyed helping do 

something for my school 

on my last year. In years 

to come, I can come back 

to the school and see what 

I did in the 9th grade! 

 

[Understand that I was 15 

years old at the time of 

putting the plaza together, 

and all of that “labor” I 

mentioned of what we did 

would be more accurately 

described as “light labor” 

on my part! I was only 15 

after all! The social 

studies teacher was Alan 

Glickman, whose 

signature is on the 

certificate. I did some 

searching in recent 

months for this article and 

found a photo where the 

Liberty Plaza was. It was 

clear in the photo that the 

plaza had long 

disappeared by the 2020s! 

Now, south Florida had a 

devastating hurricane in 

1992 when Hurricane 

Andrew hit further south 

of where this school is. It 

is possible that the storm 

did major damage to the 

plaza, as well as the point 

that it was nearly 40 years 

ago!] 



xxxxxx  Liberty Plaza  
My Involvement In the Creation Of Liberty Plaza—Photos 

These are the photos of the finished Liberty Plaza at South Miami Junior High, June 1988. 

The photos in this box show the 

overhead view where in the 

school the plaza was. 
Google Maps 

This is the same area in the 2020s of the now called 

South Miami Middle School, Center For The Arts. 



xxxxxx  Liberty Plaza  
My Involvement In the Creation Of Liberty Plaza—Photos 

The dedication ceremony. I think Mom took these photos with my camera. The principal William Renuart 

This is an essay I had to do in 8th 

grade for my U.S. history class, 

probably in 1987. 

What Independence Means To Me 

 

Independence means to be free, to 

do what you want, to be able to go to 

the corner drug store with no 

problem. Independence is to go to 

the park, supermarket, play games, 

have fun, go to the library, to do 

anything. Independence means to 

me to go to different places, to travel 

in far away countries and in the 

U.S., and most of all, to be loved by 

parents and friends. Freedom is to 

have a garden, buy a house, have 

stock [as in the stock market], talk to 

friends and neighbors, go to school, 

to work, have a job, meet the 

president or some famous person, 

have a hobby, and anything you can 

think of. But, independence also 

means to follow laws and try not to 

break them, or you will be put in jail 

or fined and most of your freedom 

will be taken away. So, 

independence has freedom, the right 

to do things, and if laws are broken, 

it [you, a person] can be put in jail. 

So, be good, have fun, follow laws, 

and most of all, be free. 

 

[The “follow laws” part seems to be 

under attack in the 21st century! 

Many just ignore the laws or twist 

them to suit their own selfishness. 

And traffic laws are the most 

egregiously violated to where people 

think they have the right to ignore 

traffic laws as a nuisance!] 

US History teacher, Alan Glickman 

Jan 12, 1987 
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